
 

NEWSLETTER 1 

30th August 2019 

Welcome back! 

Welcome back to the start of a new 

school year. 

You will continue to receive fortnightly newsletters to keep you fully informed of events at school 

and our aspirations for the year ahead.  Also, don’t forget everything is on our website! We look 

forward to another very successful year. May I also take this opportunity to especially welcome all 

our new staff, parents and children. 

Please remember, we have an open door policy, we are here to help and any concerns will be 

swiftly resolved. All teachers and I come out on to the playgrounds each morning and are there 

at the end of the day if you need to ask anything but if you have any concerns please don’t wait 

for me to be on the playground before you come to see me. I am usually available most days 

and if I’m not, Miss Lawley, my Deputy, could be available. If you need a little more time to discuss 

something with your child’s classteacher or myself, please contact the office who can make a 

mutually convenient appointment. 

We believe that full involvement of parents in their child’s education is critical in realising their full 

potential and look forward to working with you as we begin our exciting new school year. 

 

FANTASTIC attendance! 

Last year was another great year for St Botolph’s Primary School. We ended the Year with 191 

children who achieved the Governors 97% attendance target, of which 41 children achieved 

100% for the whole year! We will be busy over the next few days sorting the rewards for all the 

children who reached the 100% summer term target; 97% Governor target and 100% overall. 

Over the year, the whole school achieved 97.3%, meeting our 97% target! We were on track to 

beat the previous year until the last week of term when attendance significantly dropped across 

the school due to the number of unauthorised holidays taken. 

 

WEDUC 

I am sending this first newsletter only on paper as a reminder that, whenever 

possible, all communication will now come via Weduc. 

Weduc is a smart communication app for schools that makes it really easy to engage 

parents/carers in two-way conversations. The platform enables us to bring everything into one 

place and will ultimately integrate the Facebook page. 

PLEASE ensure you are signed up and receiving notifications. Any issues, please contact the office. 

 

Parent Pay 

We are aware that Parent Pay is currently causing a few issues! We are in touch with the company 

to sort this out but, as we stated in the registration letter, we will not be going totally cashless until 

after October half term, to enable us to ensure everything is set up and working properly over this 

first half term. So, if you are having problems registering, or lost your details, please contact the 



office. Meanwhile, we will still accept cash and dinner orders ‘the old way’ until we have got it 

sorted! 

NB. The cost of a school dinner has risen to £2.25/day or £11.25/week. 

 

Homework 

Following parental feedback, we are reviewing the homework books we used last year and 

considering a slightly different approach. This will be finalised next week and confirmed in time for 

the first homework which will be sent on Friday 6th September. 

Meanwhile, please try to read with your child – ideally every day but at least 3 times a week and 

encourage a review of their known number facts and times tables (as if they can’t remember 

them when tested next week, we will have to go back to ones previously learnt!) 

 

Olympic athlete visit - sponsored event 

When we had the opportunity for the visit from the Olympian, I was worried that we were asking 

for more money, but yet again you all amazed me, with a massive £1,185.25 raised. Of this, 60% is 

given back to the school in the form of a voucher to spend on new sports equipment and 40% is 

given to Sports for schools to help to fund the athletes they work with. Thank you all for your 

support. 

 

Nurse clinics 

The school nurse team will continue to offer a parent advice clinic at our school this term. This will 

be a one hour slot where parents can see the school nurse with pre-bookable 15 minute 

appointments- if this is of interest, please contact the office to book. 

Our clinic will be on Thursday 10th October between 2-3pm. 

 

A message from Messy Church 

St Botolph’s runs Messy Church every 4th Sunday of the month from 3:30pm and is back after the 

Summer Break. We have be exploring the theme “Holy Habits” - what it is to be a Christian. The 

next sessions we will be focusing on are: 

22nd September - Fellowship 

27th October – Gladness and Generosity 

24th November – Teaching: God’s Armour 

Messy Church is open to all ages where we explore different themes/readings from the bible in a 

fun, interactive and creative way. We usually start Messy Church with a story or game together to 

introduce the bible passage before moving into activities. These always include creative/crafts, 

prayer reflection, play and food. When activities are finished we have a short interactive talk, then 

draw to a close with, worship and prayer before sharing fellowship with each other during supper. 

 

 

 



FOSB 

The Friends of St. Botolph’s are a very supportive group of parents keen to help support and 

develop the school. Please support them in any way you can.  

Without FOSB, your children would not benefit from all the wonderful opportunities available at this 

school. Please show your support whenever possible.  

 

A FEW REMINDERS: 

Following a 6 week break, I thought I’d take this opportunity to remind you about a few things: 

 

1.Before/After school care 

We now have extended childcare provision for children who attend our school available here 

from 7:15am to 6:00pm. For further details, contact the office. 

 

2.Uniform & Appearance Policy 

We have a very detailed Uniform & Appearance policy which clearly states what is/isn’t 

acceptable, this is written at the front of the Home:School Diary.  

We have noticed a few earrings that we would ask to be removed immediately after the 6 week 

healing process. Earrings are not acceptable to be worn at school. 

Can we also remember that nail varnish is not part of the agreed uniform, nor are brightly 

coloured tights or excessive hair accessories (please keep them simple and in school colours) 

 

3.Parent/Carer Code of Conduct 

At the start of each year, we always remind the children about our ‘ABC Charter’ and how the 

children are expected to behave and act towards each other at St Botolph’s school. 

At St Botolph’s, the majority of parents conduct themselves very well around school, however, in 

the past, there have been a couple of incidents where parent behaviour was unacceptable and 

as such a policy was written last year concerning this: 

We welcome parents, carers and visitors to our school. 

We will act to ensure it remains a safe place for pupils, staff and all other members of our 

community. 

We treat our community with respect and expect you to do the same. 

If you have concerns we will always listen to them and seek to address them. 

Please be aware however, that abusive, aggressive, intimidating or violent behaviour WILL NOT BE 

TOLERATED in our school towards any member of staff or member of our community. 

Unacceptable behaviour will be reported to the Governors and may result in the Local Authority 

and the police being informed of the incident. 

 

 



4.Social networking –a note of caution  

This school has the safety and welfare of all its pupils as the highest priority.  

Parents who undermine the school's capacity to achieve this by broadcasting their 

version of school events or biased opinions on Facebook, Twitter or other social media 

sites are doing a great disservice to the whole school community and if it is brought to 

our attention, will be challenged. 

If there is a concern about your child at school or a matter related to someone else's child, the 

matter should be brought to the attention of the headteacher or an appropriate member of 

school staff. It is unacceptable that these matters are aired in any online public forum such as 

Facebook. Inaccurate information can seriously prejudice both the investigation of any incident 

and compromise the reputation of the school unfairly. Comments about other children (whether 

directly named or implied) are totally unacceptable and if threatening or defamatory, the school 

would consider, whether legal action is warranted. 

May I also remind you that without the direct permission of the parent concerned, no 

photographs should appear on Facebook of any child other than your own. This is a matter that 

the school and Local Authority take very seriously. 

 

5.Could you be eligible for Free School Meals? 

Since April 2010 there has been the availability of increased financial support for those children 

who are eligible for Free School Meals in order to support their learning and continued progress.  

Even if your child doesn’t want a school dinner or your child already receives the Universal Infant 

Free School Meal (FS-Y2), you still need to be registered with the Free School Meal Service or your 

child won’t be eligible for the additional funding.  

Your child might be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 

annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less 

than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

If your child is eligible for and getting free school meals at any time before 31 March 2022, they’ll 

remain eligible until this date. NB. Universal Infant free school meals is different to free school 

meals! 

Your child will automatically get free school meals if they’re in: 

• Reception/Foundation class 

• Year 1 



• Year 2 

BUT PLEASE tell your local authority if you also get any of the qualifying benefits above….  

….if you do, your child’s school can get extra funding for a number of years, known as the Pupil 

Premium, to support your child’s education. 

If you think you could be eligible or would like more details PLEASE speak to myself or the office. I 

can assure you that there’s no stigma attached and the children aren’t even aware. 

 

6.Please ensure all clothing (including PE kits) and coats are named: 

We always have a ridiculous amount of lost property, which is ‘lost’ purely because it cannot be 

returned to its owner when it doesn’t have a name in. Also, girls who wear tights need to 

remember some socks for PE!!! 

 

7.Fruit tuck shop/Hot Snack 

Children in FS & KS1 receive free fruit but once they are in KS2, this Government initiative does not 

continue.  

The children run a KS2 fruit tuck shop at playtimes for only 20p a day/£1 a week!  

In addition we have a hot snack system (toast/crumpets) available for all KS2 children for £1.50 a 

week. 

 

8. This is a NO SMOKING & NO DOGS campus          

- this does not mean only our school grounds, but the whole of the campus as you enter off 

Loughborough Road.   

 

9.Don’t forget the Park & Stride scheme if you want to avoid campus congestion! 

We have permission for our parents to park in St Botolph’s Church car park. It’s less than a 10 

minute walk to school, this is a great way to avoid the stress of the campus and do a bit of 

exercise too! Call in at the office for a slip to put in your car. 

  

Dates for your diary 

We are just finalising a few dates but here are the ones we know for definite. We hope a year’s 

notice is enough! All dates will soon be on the website in the interactive calendar. They will be 

repeated, with any additions or amendments at the end of each further newsletter on a termly 

basis so keep checking just in case! 

While we try to stick to the dates agreed at the start of the year, things do come up we can’t pre-

plan for and we also can’t control the weather, so please realise there may be some changes or 

additions and we will inform you as soon as we know!! 

 

 

 



DATES FOR YEAR 2019-20:                

          
13th Sept - Y6 meeting (8:45am; 2:30pm; 6:00pm) 
Sat 28th Sept - Prestwold cross country 
4th Oct -  Individual & family photos 
w/c 7th Oct – FAITH WEEK  

 
14th- 18th  Oct – Half term 
21st Oct - INSET 
  
Oct 22nd  & 24th  – PARENTS EVENINGS 
Sat 26th Oct - Prestwold cross country 

 
8th Nov – Immunisation day (whole school) 
15th Nov – Children in Need 
Sat 23rd Nov - Prestwold cross country 
Sun 24th Nov – Loughborough Xmas lights switch-on 
  
Tue 10th Dec - LKS2 production – 9:30 @ Church  
Wed 11th Dec - KS1 production – 9:30 @ Church  
Fri 13th Dec - Christmas dinner/Christmas jumper day 
Tue 17th Dec  – UKS2 choir service 9:30 @ Church 
Weds 18th Dec – Panto trip (1:45p.m) – back after school time 

 
21st Dec- 5th Jan - Christmas Holiday 
  

 
28th Jan– Young Voices concert at Bham (school choir)- afternoon & evening 

 
w/c 10th Feb – KEEPING SAFE WEEK  
11th & 13th Feb – PARENTS EVENINGS  

  
17th-21st  Feb - Half-term  

 
13th March – Sports relief 

 
3rd April - INSET day 
6th - 17th April - Easter holiday 

  
w/c 4th  May – Y2 SATs fortnight 
8th May  - BANK HOLIDAY 
w/c 11th May – Y6 SATs week 
13th - 15th  May – Y3 residential 
w/c 18th May – HEALTHY ME WEEK 
18th May - FINS sponsored event 
  
25th - 29th May - Half term 
  
w/c 8th June – Y1 Phonic screening and start of 3 week Y4 times tables check window. 

15th – 19th June – Y5 residential 
26th June – Reports & Parent questionnaires out to parents 

 
2nd & 3rd July – Transition 
9th July –Y6 Baftas evening (6:30) 
10th July – Fun by the Shore 
END OF YEAR! 


